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Apr 13, 1968

Pittsburgh Courier

“Philly Holds CORE Leader, 3 More in School Protest”
NO AUTHOR GIVEN

PHILADELPHIA -- Four Philadelphia leaders, one of them, William Mathis, Philadelphia leader
of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) have been held for court on charges growing out of
the rioting which resulted when police broke up a protest by some 5,500 students at the School
Board Administration Building here last Nov 17.


Greta Morrissette


Held for court at the two hour magistrate’s hearing at the Police Administration Buildindg in
addition to Mathis, were the Rev. E. Marshall Bevins, pastor of St. Mary's Church of the
Annunciation, Richard L. Traylor, educational director of Kolt (?) Goods Local 190 and youth
leader, Byron Edwards, 18

All were permitted to remain free on bail pending the action of the grand jury.

The four are the last of 57 persons who were arrested during the battling between police led
personally by Police Commissioner Frank Rizzo. Many were fined and others discharged in prior
hearings. Six, including Walter Palmer, director of the Black Peoples Unity Movement, were
exonerated on March 17 when the District Attorney's office dropped charges against them.

During the Nov 17 riot, 20 persons were injured. The Rev. Mc. Bevins is charged with assault
and battery in the alleged “striking of a police officer.” The minister says he was pushed by the
movement of the crowd onto the police officer as the latter was dragging off a young female
demonstrator.

Mathis is charged with inciting to riot. His attorney, Oscar N. Gaskins said Bevin merely
exhorted the crowd not to move from where they were.

The prosecutor said: “His actions probably started as a deep foil (?) protest against grievances,
but he got carried away in irresponsible action.” My heart goes out to him.

Feb. 24, 1969

Daily Pennsylvanian

“College Hall sit-in ends; community committee forms”
NO AUTHOR GIVEN

A cheering crowd of over 800 demonstrators ended their six-day College Hall sit-in Sunday
night after accepting a set of six proposals by the trustees.

An agreement was reached at the Sunday negotiating session between the trustees and
student representatives that the proposals were contingent upon the demonstrators’ leaving the
building before this morning.

“We have won more than any other college movement in history,” exclaimed Ira Harkavy, head
of the student negotiating team.

“The University has become human, at least partially, for the first time,” said Herman Wrice,
president of the Young Great Society and a spokesman for the community.



