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Philadelphia Tribune

“Men’s group working to snuff out racism; ‘Social workers’ launch campaign for $10 million”
Darren Williams

A group of concerned African-American men has launched an initiative to raise $10 million to create
an institutional endowment for the research and study of American racism and social change

through social action.

The Black Men at Penn School of Social Work Inc., founded last year by Walter Palmer, at a
reception earlier this week said the focus of the endowment will be to create a research facility that
will be designed to study, record, publish and teach about the history and practices of American
racism as it applies to indigenous, native, African and Asian people, and the subtle and subliminal

ways it is practiced today.

Palmer, an activist against racism in Philadelphia for more than 30 years, was considered a rebel in
his early years and battled against Penn's expansion during the 1950s and '60s that consumed

much of the neighborhood where he grew up - known as the "Black Bottom."
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According to published reports, Palmer also helped to engineer the peaceful end of an ugly,
months-long armed confrontation between former Philadelphia Mayor Frank Rizzo and the radical

group MOVE in 1978, which took place a few blocks from Palmer's former home.

“This is the culmination of my life's work," Palmer said Wednesday night. "Throughout my life, I've

been fighting against racism."

The reception, held at Penn's Steitler Hall, was attended by nearly 100 people, including former
Philadelphia Mayor W. Wilson Goode Sr., boxer and activist Jackie Frazier-Lyde, community activist
Duckie Birts, former mayoral hopeful John White and Bilal Qayyum, co-founder of Men United for a
Better Philadelphia.

The endowment will also focus on an examination and comparative analysis of other historic forms
of ethnic, cultural, religious, heritage and gender discrimination experiences in America and their

relationship to racism.

"I think it's great, it's a good initiative to deal with racism," Qayyum said. "This is good for Black men

particularly because it can lead to some solutions on how to deal with the violence in Philadelphia."

The Black Men at Penn are also hoping to recruit more men of African descent into the field of social
work to provide opportunities to work with individuals, families, agencies, schools and communities

that have a need for a positive male role model.

In a previous interview with a Tribune correspondent, Palmer said, "The idea for this endowment has
been in my mind for a long time. Last year was an opportune time to begin transforming this idea

into reality."

The Black Men at Penn School of Social Work Inc. is comprised of men of African descent who have
been associated with the Penn School of Social Work in the past 50 years. Their association could

have been in any capacity, such as faculty, staff, student, alumni, janitorial or administration.

In 1968, the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work was one of the first colleges in the
nation to require several courses in American racism for students to graduate with a master's

degree.
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The endowment will help to foster courses like that on American racism and others like it, and is
being created to serve the University of Pennsylvania community in general and the School of Social
Work.

The Black Men at Penn have already created several programs, including an annual Fighting
Racism Award for graduating students who demonstrate a commitment to fighting racism; an annual
book scholarship to an African-American student, based on financial need; and an annual stipend for
a doctoral candidate that demonstrates a commitment to research, study and practice of fighting
racism.

2005
Profiles in Courage Mural Arts Project Gallery
http://profilesncourage.weebly.com/gallery.htmi
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Philadelphia Tribune

“Nutter taps 15 for diversity commission”
Regan Toomer

Headnote
CHANGING CONSTRUCTION

Deadline set for Sept. 1 to create inclusive plan

Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter announced his 15 appointees to his Advisory Commission on
Construction Industry Diversity, pushing forward in the city's efforts to make the local construction
trades more diverse.

The appointees include: Bernard E. Anderson, Emily Bittenbender, A. Bruce Crawley, Sharon
Dietrich, Sharmain Matlock-Turner, Philadelphia Councilwoman Donna Reed Miller, Walter Palmer,
Robert Reinstein, Joe Sellers, Narasimha Shenoy, Carl Singley, Sam Staten Jr., Anthony
Wigglesworth, state Sen. Anthony H. Williams and Mario Zacharjasz.

Singley would serve as Chairman of the Commission.
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