But the School District also says it has set up a dedicated website for Walter D. Palmer
Leadership Learning Partners Charter School parents to assist them in the transition to public
school.

December 30, 2014 6ABC
Action News WPVI-TV,Philadelphia, PA
“Parents scramble in wake of Walter Palmer Charter School Shutdown”

Parents are scrambling to find classroom spots for their children this week after a charter school
in North Philadelphia announced it is closing its doors for good.

The complete collapse of the Walter Palmer Charter School brought Monique Hayes, the
mother of 2nd grader Nadirah Williams, to Philadelphia School District Headquarters Tuesday.

She was anxious to get her child placed in another school in time for next Monday. That's when
public school students will return from the Christmas break.

Hayes is one of more than 600 parents working to get their children relocated.

The Philadelphia School District is trying to expedite the transition, setting up an office to handle
an expected flood of parents desperate to get their children re-enrolled as soon as possible.

The district says the re-enrollment can be done online and at district headquarters in the early
part of the day Wednesday, during business hours on Friday and Monday.

Action News was at the school on Monday as teachers were packing up and moving out.

The cash-strapped school finally drowned in a sea of financial red ink, including debt amounting
to more than $13 million.

Formal word of the shutdown came last week weekend via a letter from founder and chairman
Walter Palmer who has not been available to reporters.

What was left of the Palmer Charter empire, kindergarten through 8 grade, has struggled for
months to balance the books in the midst of court rulings and enrollment disputes with the
school district.

The Palmer High School was shut down in October in a sea of red ink and controversy; now the
school's assets will be liquidated to pay down the debt.

"The board of directors for the Walter Palmer School has asked me to facilitate liquidation and
dissolution of the school," finance counsel Jack Pund said.

Palmer school officials claim they've been undermined by the school district.
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"l would not necessarily say sabotage, what I'm saying is that they want those kids back, that
will fill those holes, those gaps, those deficits, that they have," David Weathington said.

More than 600 students are going to have to be placed in other schools.
The school district says parents can do that through a number of ways:

e Online through a dedicated website

e By coming to district headquarters on Wednesday or Friday mornings this week
e By coming to district headquarters 9am to 5pm next Monday

e Go directly to their neighborhood school to enroll next Monday

"We'll get students enrolled immediately, even without the records, cause we believe it's
important that they are back in school," district spokesman Fernando Gaillard said.

On Monday evening, parents upset about the closing gathered outside the school for a rally.

"The charter school office and the school district have been very unhelpful with my process.
They don't give me any information. They have no information. They are very nasty to us,"
parent Jihan Pauling said.

Dec. 31, 2014

Philadelphia Daily News

“Palmer charter parents make last ditch plea to the state”
By SOLOMON LEACH

FRUSTRATED PARENTS and guardians from Walter D. Palmer Leadership Learning Partners Charter
School said they have asked the state for an emergency charter to keep the K-8 school open just days after
the founder announced it would close tomorrow.

Huddled outside the school's Northern Liberties campus last night, about 10 adults said they were baffled by
the short notice of the closing - families received a letter on Friday - and skeptical about the Philadelphia
School District's transition process for the roughly 600 displaced pupils.

"It's just been a real agonizing process because you don't know what's going to happen, and | just feel like
the school district owed us a little bit more due respect because they oversee [the school]," said Jihan
Pauling, whose son is a second-grader at Palmer.

In Palmer's letter to families, the school said the closing was a result of the district's unwillingness to work
with them to repay $1.5 million ordered by the state Supreme Court earlier this year. The school claimed that
the district was going to deduct $250,000 monthly from its operating funds, starting in January.
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