Action News WPVI-TV,Philadelphia, PA
“250 students forced out of Philadelphia charter school”

Parents are outraged and heartbroken after a lottery determined which students would stay and
which students would be forced to leave a cash-strapped charter school in Philadelphia's
Northern Liberties section.

Crystal Williford is among the roughly 250 families who were told, "Your child is out of Walter D
Palmer Charter."

"She loved her teacher," said Williford, through sobs.

"This whole school I've supported since day one, pre-k on, my child probably won't go to school
until November," said Colleen Coleman, parent.

The slash in enrollment is the culmination of a month-long fight with the Philadelphia School
District.

The district claims that the school violated its charter, fraudulently billed for kids they weren't
authorized to teach and underperformed on tests.

Palmer was authorized to teach 675 students but enroliment at the school's two campuses
ballooned in recent years to more than 1,200.

The courts ruled in favor of the district and they were awarded $1.5 million.
Palmer's founder is saddened that families have been caught in the middle.

"l understand their pain and anguish and they really thought that somehow they were going to
make it," said Walter D. Palmer, founder.

Officials say more students could be moved.

The school's founder says he's working with private donors to help fill a budget deficit and pay
for the extra 300 kids it's currently teaching.

The cuts would come from the high school, which leaves more uncertainty for parents.
"I don't know. | have two high schoolers and a middle schooler and they are not very clear on

what's happening with them. They keep telling us, 'Son't worry about it,' but you see where don't
worry got us," said Nekira Batchelor, parent.
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There is no school slated for Friday but come Monday, those students who did not get chosen in
the lottery will not be allowed to return.

October 28, 2014
900AM-WURD
“Interview with Dr. Walter D. Palmer” YouTube

“900AM-WURD interviews Dr. Walter D. Palmer, founder of Philadelphia's Walter D. Palmer
Leadership Learning Partners Charter School, which abruptly closed its high school on
10/27/14. Dr. Palmer discusses the financial and legal troubles recently faced by the school as
well as relocation plans and options for its high school students.”

Oct. 28, 2014

Philadelphia Inquirer

‘Embattled Palmer charter to close its high school”
By MARTHA WOODALL

The embattled Walter D. Palmer Leadership Learning Partners Charter School is closing its high school two
months into the academic year.

The move affects 286 students in ninth through 12th grades at the charter's secondary campus in Frankford.

In an e-mail sent to staff Sunday, the school's chief administrative officer said the students would be
welcome to transfer to West Philadelphia High School.

A parents' meeting was scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday to explain that transfer process, as well as other
options for students at district, charter, cyber and Catholic schools.

The high school canceled classes for the day.

Walter D. Palmer, board chairman of the school that bears his name, said that while high school students
can continue to come to school for guidance and help, classes have ended.

The move does not affect the school's kindergarten through eighth grade students, who are split between
the campus in Frankford and the charter's headquarters in Northern Liberties.

School spokeswoman Maura Pennington said Palmer officials are "trying to find appropriate placement" for
all the high school students.
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